	Wind Industry - What does it harm?

	
	 



	It squanders our capital on a false promise
 

	
	Let’s start with the squandering of our precious investment capital on a feel-good, phony solution to our energy and environmental problems.  The Ontario government is handing millions out to developers in subsidies, all ultimately taken from taxpayers and utility ratepayers.  For what?  To make some corporations richer and our citizens poorer?  This is an “artificial” industry who can only survive if given handouts by the government.  What happens when those subsidies dry out?  Who will clean up the mess?
It produces very little electricity, at times when we don't need it, and adds virtually nothing to our generating capacity.  
Meanwhile, the environmental problems associated with conventional power plants remain, unaddressed.  There are efficient, sustainable, and environmentally friendly alternatives to wind energy.  This money could be used to clean-up our existing plants with new scrubbers and filters to remove pollution and greenhouse gases.   We can also build clean nuclear power plants, using new and safer technology.  We could also improve the efficiency of air conditioners, lights, and industrial equipment, and promote conservation.
 

	It destroys the landscape

 

	
	These projects were originally intended for high-wind areas, in mountain passes and on the relatively barren expanses where there is very little scenery to destroy and very few people to offend.   To keep up the pace of construction and the subsidies flowing, they are moving into more populated and scenic areas to exploit pockets of transmission capacity.  The result is disastrous destruction of the environment, spoiling our less-altered, more natural areas and subjecting residents with the problem at close range.  Where will this end?  There are very few regulations in Ontario pertaining to the location of industrial wind development.  
 

	 It devalues our property

 

	
	The wind industry says these projects have no effect on property values.  In fact they claim you will benefit from “tourists” wanting to come and gawk at them.  
Common sense, on the other hand, would tell you that 400-foot tall wind turbines on or adjacent to your property are going to discourage real estate buyers.  
Wind turbines are now mammoth industrial machines, taller than the Statue of Liberty or a 35-story office building.  These are massive industrial turbines spinning all hours of the night and day.



	 It may have serious health effects

 

	
	A number of health issues have been raised by Dr. Nina Pierpont, a respected doctor in Malone, NY (MD from Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, 1991; PhD in Population Biology from Princeton, 1985; BA in Biology from Yale, 1977; and a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics).  Dr. Pierpont testified before the New York State Assembly Energy Committee on March 7, 2006, that there is a recognized cluster of symptoms which occurs in a significant number of people in the vicinity of industrial wind turbines.  Persons susceptible to these symptoms include a substantial portion of the population, and include those sensitive to low frequency vibration, those with preexisting migraine disorder (12 % of all Americans), and those with inner-ear/ visual/ muscular interactions that make them prone to seasickness or vertigo.  What are the symptoms?
1.      Sleep problems, due to noise or sensations of pulsation or pressure, making it difficult to go to sleep and causing frequent awakening.
2.      Headaches, which are increased in both frequency and duration.
3.      Dizziness, unsteadiness, and nausea.
4.      Exhaustion, anxiety, anger, irritability, and depression.
5.      Problems with concentration and learning.
6.      Tinnitus, a ringing in the ears.
Dr. Pierpont strongly recommends that wind turbines be set back at least one and one-half (1- ½) miles from any home, any school, hospital, or similar institution, in order to protect people from the adverse health effects of wind turbines.  In the absence of adequate provincial regulations, no wind developers are presently following this advice.
 

	 It kills birds, bats and fragments wildlife habitat

 

	
	These giant spinning blades have the capacity to kill large numbers of birds and bats, fragment wildlife habitat.
This concern is of particular concern to Essex County where several globally-significant migratory routes and sensitive marshlands exist.  Will Essex County become known for its ugly landscape littered with these huge rusting hulks?
Wind may be renewable but the peace and beauty of our 
rural communities is NOT



Learn more:   windconcernsontario.org
Contact:  windconcerns@gmail.com

