Resolution from the Corporation of the Township of Mulmer
Date: March 18, 2009   Moved by: SNIDER. Seconded by: HAWKINS

WHEREAS The Province of Ontario has released Bill 150, the proposed Green Energy and Green Economy Act, for comment under the Environmental Bill of Rights;
AND WHEREAS the Township has expended substantial time, effort and money over the past two years to develop comprehensive policies to deal with alternative energy projects, as Official Plan amendment No. 12;
AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing was poised to approve much of the Township’s new policy, until an appeal of the Amendment was launched by a wind farm developer;
AND WHEREAS the 10 Mw. wind farm being proposed for the Honeywood area within the Township may not be appropriate for the site and area in which it is being proposed to be located, given the number of serious and as yet unresolved concerns identified during the Environmental Screening process;
AND WHEREAS, since transition regulations have not been released, it is not yet known whether this project will be subject to the proposed new Provincial requirements or the current processes and requirements;
AND WHEREAS there is no indication that the Province intends to consult specifically with the host municipality or its directly affected ratepayers in a manner similar to that now conducted by a municipality under the Planning Act, a process which is considered essential to sound land use planning;
AND WHEREAS there is no indication that the substantial costs to municipalities in reviewing and commenting on such proposals can be recovered in the same way that they are now recoverable under the Planning Act, and no apparent consideration of the other financial impacts of such projects on the host municipality;
AND WHEREAS the Niagara Escarpment Commission has forwarded draft comments on the proposed legislation for our review and input, which do not appear to go far enough to protect the integrity and preserve the sensitive, unique, world renowned qualities of the Escarpment;
AND WHEREAS the Township believes that the Niagara Escarpment area is not an appropriate location for large scale energy conversion projects of any kind, and that, at a minimum, a 1.0 km. buffer beyond the boundaries of the NE Plan area is appropriate;
AND WHEREAS both the Niagara Escarpment Commission and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, up to now, have been in full agreement with this exclusion and buffer area;
AND WHEREAS there are virtually inexhaustible alternative locations within the Province where the impacts of such facilities would be minor in comparison and therefore no compelling public need to develop such facilities on the Escarpment;
AND WHEREAS, even if the development permit system of the Niagara Escarpment Commission remains in place as a means of evaluating such proposals against the Niagara Escarpment Plan, proposals within this area will surely result in massive public outcry and much unnecessary disruption and expense;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. The Province be urged to release transition regulations and draft, standardized requirements for such projects, as soon as possible and in advance of any further consideration of this Bill, and that additional opportunities for municipal input and public comment be provided;
2. The Province be urged to allow municipalities, including Mulmur Township, to continue to deal with and make decisions on proposals that have been initiated prior to the implementation of Bill 150;
3. Alternatively, the Province should be urged to use the same diligence, thoroughness and care as that intended to be applied by the Township to the review of such proposals, and that approval should only be given to those proposals that have been proven to be appropriate for the site and area and where those approvals represent good land use planning, and not simply be approved for the sake of expediency.
4. The Province be urged to incorporate into its approval process a thorough and meaningful consultation process with the host municipality and its affected ratepayers, with opportunities that are, at the very least, equivalent to those afforded other applications under the Planning Act, in the interests of good land use planning.
5. The Province be urged to incorporate mechanisms which will address the economic impacts on municipalities, including means for municipalities to fully recover the costs of dealing with proposals, and for ensuring that financial impacts of projects that do proceed are adequately compensated.
6. The Province be urged to exclude the Niagara Escarpment Area and a 1.0 km. buffer from consideration for large scale energy conversion projects.
7. That this resolution be forwarded to other municipalities along the Niagara Escarpment, Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus, M.P., M.P.P., Premier of Ontario and A.M.O. with a request for support, and;
8. That the March 17, 2009 staff report entitled “Green Energy and Green Economy Act” be received and forwarded along with this resolution to the Ministry of Energy, quoting EBR registry No. 010-6017, as our position and comments on the proposed legislation. Carried …Gord Montgomery,MAYOR

